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in their time, are now quite good English and
even dignified style. We speak of "wrestling with
a difficulty" or " parrying a thrust1' (a metaphor
taken, of course, from fencing), of " winning the
palm/' and so on, all of which are not only pic-
turesque but quite dignified English.

A very common form of slang is what are called
" clipped " words. Such words are gov for " gover-
nor," bike for " bicycle," flu for " influenza,11 indi
for " indigestion/* rec for " recreation/' loony for
" lunatic/' pub for " public house/' exam for " ex-
amination," maths for " mathematics." All of these
words are real slang, and most of them are quite
vulgar. There is no sign that any of them will
become good English. The most likely to survive
in ordinary speech is perhaps exam.

Yet we have numbers of short words which have
now become the ordinary names for certain articles,
and yet which are only short forms of the original
names of those articles. The first man who said
bus for " omnibus" must have seemed quite an
adventurer. He probably struck those who heard
him as a little vulgar; but hardly any one now uses
the word omnibus (which is in itself an interesting
word, being the Latin word meaning " for all"),
except, perhaps, the omnibus companies in their
posters. Again, very few people use the full phrase
" Zoological Gardens " now. Children are taken to
the Zoo. Cycle for " bicycle " is quite dignified and
proper, though bike is certainly vulgar. In the